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Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 1451 24.3 6.4 40 60.7 99.9
2 267 32.6 9.2 50 65.1 18.4
3 101 29.2 9.4 50 58.4 7
4 540 31.4 9.3 50 62.9 37.2
5 541 34.5 8.5 50 69 37.3
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Compulsory

1.	 Look at the item below and answer the following questions.

	 Women and Work

	 This study aimed to understand the everyday experiences of women with dependent children 
who were entering training or paid work. This was a small scale project focusing on 12 women. 
The research aimed to collect detailed information about the everyday lived experiences of the 
women and how they balanced the demands of motherhood and work. The researchers used 
semi-structured interviews, in-depth interviews and focus groups. The women also kept diaries 
for three weeks.

	 Source: www.socresonline.org.uk/Women, Care and Transitions. Sociological Research Online, 
vol.8(3)

	

	 (a)	 Identify and explain two reasons why the researchers decided to ask the women to keep 
diaries.	 [10]

	 (b)	 As an A Level Sociology student you have been asked to design a research project to 
collect quantitative data on gender roles in families. Your sample should be representative 
of families in your area.

	 •	 Outline each stage of your research design explaining the reasons for your choices 
at each stage.

	 •	 Identify some of the problems that may occur and their impact on the quality of 
the data collected.	 [30]
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Sticky Note
2 reasons with little context or explanation.
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Sticky Note
First reason better than second, some repetition.
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Sticky Note
Ethical considerations good though descriptive rather than explained.

Sticky Note
Sampling is vague and lacks clear justification either methodological or context.



Sticky Note
A basic design with basic explanation and basic references to problems and their impact.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

3 



Sticky Note
confused



Sticky Note
though ethical issues addressed there is a lack of understanding
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Choose one question from the following options.

Understanding Social Inequality

Either,

4. (a)	 Identify two areas of life in the contemporary UK where there is evidence of inequality.
Illustrate your answer with reference to evidence for each area identified.	 [20]

	 (b)	 Evaluate the view that all inequality is class inequality.	 [30]
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Sticky Note
An area of life identified but an example with no supporting evidence



Sticky Note
2 areas with limited knowledge and limited development.





Sticky Note
no evidence offered



Sticky Note
understanding of gender inequalities in work but no evidence provided.







Sticky Note
Very basic and generalised knowledge which is bordering on limited with limited analysis and evaluation.
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SY4 
 
Q.1  (Compulsory) 
 
 (a) Identify and explain two reasons why the researchers decided to ask the 


women to keep diaries. [10] 
  
  Answers may include: 
 
   Validity....they needed detail 
 
   Getting an inside view of the lives of women 
 
   Not missing anything that might have been relevant (context)...validity 
 
   Info not influenced (bias) 
 
  


Marks AO1 


8-10 Two methodologically sound reasons will be identified, with 
detailed reasons clearly explained. 


5-7 Two reasons will be identified, with some explanations offered. 


3-4 There will be basic understanding of the reasons why the 
method was chosen, with two reasons offered. 


1-2 There will be limited understanding of the reasons, there will be 
limited understanding. 


0 No relevant points will be made.  
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 (b)  As an A level sociology student you have been asked to design a 
research project to collect quantitative data on gender roles in families. 
Your sample should be representative of families in your area.  


 
   Outline each stage of your research design explaining the 


reasons for  your choices at each stage. 
   
   Identify some of the problems that may occur and their impact on 


the quality of the data collected. [30] 
 
 
  Candidates should make their choices, justify their research design and 


identify potential problems in the light of: 
   
   Ethics 
 
   Validity 
 
   Reliability 
 
   Practical considerations 
 
   Generalisability 
 
   Representativeness 
 
   Operationalisation 
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AO1 (14) AO2 (16) 


12 - 14 
 
Candidates will demonstrate their knowledge 
and understanding through detailed and 
accurate reference to a range of 
methodological terminology. 
Their research designs will be logical, 
demonstrating sound knowledge and 
understanding of research procedures. 
The quality of written communication is very 
good, with few, if any, errors of spelling, 
punctuation or grammar. 


13 - 16 
 
Candidates will relate designs directly to the 
design brief under consideration and this link 
will be explicit. 
Designs will be justified in relation to key 
methodological considerations of reliability, 
validity, objectivity, representativeness, 
generalisability and ethics. 
There will be detailed explanation of the 
problems likely to be encountered and their 
impact on the data collected. 


8 - 11 
 
Candidates will demonstrate their knowledge 
and understanding through accurate 
reference to some methodological 
terminology. 
The research design will show some 
knowledge and understanding of research 
procedures. 
The quality of written communication is, for 
the most part good though there may be 
some errors of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 


9 - 12 
 
Candidates will show some link between the 
design and the design brief. 
Designs will provide some justification in 
relation to reliability, validity, objectivity, 
representativeness, generalisability and 
ethics. 
There will be some identification of problems 
associated with the design with some 
reference to their impact. 
 


5 - 7 
 
There will be some attempt at constructing a 
research design. 
Candidates will be able to use basic 
sociological terms correctly.  
The quality of written communication will be 
limited with frequent errors of punctuation, 
spelling and grammar. 


5 - 8 
 
Candidates will show basic links between 
the design and the design brief. 
Designs will provide a basic justification in 
relation to reliability, validity, objectivity, 
representativeness, generalisability and 
ethics. 
 
Basic attempts at analysis and/or evaluation 
will be apparent. 


1 - 4 
 
Candidates may offer a very simplistic 
design with gaps in knowledge and 
understanding. 
Candidates will offer limited use of 
sociological language. 
The quality of written communication will be 
poor with numerous errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 


1 - 4 
 
Candidates make limited reference to the 
design brief. 
There will be limited reference to key 
methodological issues. 
Candidates make limited use of analytical 
language. 


0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 


0 
No relevant analysis. 
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Understanding Social Inequality 
 
EITHER: 
 
Q.4 (a)  Identify two areas of life in the contemporary UK where there is 


evidence of class inequality. Illustrate your answer with reference to 
appropriate evidence for each area identified. [20] 


 
 
  Answers should identify two areas such as: 
 
   Education 
 
   Health 
 
  In each case research evidence or statistics need to be cited.  
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AO1 (8) AO2 (12) 


7 - 8 
Candidates will be able to make specific, 
explicit and detailed reference to a range of 
evidence. Much of this material will have 
explicit sociological content. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language showing knowledge 
and understanding.  
The quality of written communication is very 
good, with few, if any, errors of spelling, 
punctuation or grammar. 


10 - 12 
Candidates will relate answers directly to the 
question under consideration and this link 
will be explicit. 
There will be detailed analysis of the 
evidence identified. 
Analysis will be explicit throughout the 
answers. 
Candidates will be able to make regular and 
explicit use of correct analytical language 
showing knowledge and understanding of its 
meaning. 
 
Candidates will be able to make explicit 
reference to the question under 
consideration. 
 


5 - 6 
There will be some knowledge of evidence 
demonstrated. 
Answers will use some sociological 
language. This will be applied correctly. 
 
The quality of written communication is, for 
the most part good though there may be 
some errors of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 


6 - 9 
Candidates will relate some knowledge to 
the question under consideration but the link 
is likely to be implicit. 
Some analysis of the evidence identified will 
be present. 
Analysis may not be present throughout the 
answer. 
 


3 - 4 
Candidates will be able to make basic 
references to evidence but any identified will 
lack depth and breadth. 
Candidates will be able to use basic 
sociological terms correctly for the most part 
but there may be inaccuracies.  
The quality of written communication will be 
limited with frequent errors of punctuation, 
spelling and grammar. 


4 - 5 
There will be basic reference to evidence. 
Analysis of the evidence identified will be 
basic and likely to be implicit. 
Answers are likely to lack cohesion. 
 


1 - 2 
Answers are likely to be limited and 
anecdotal with few if any references to 
evidence. 
There will be very limited accurate 
knowledge or understanding. 
There will be limited use of sociological 
language.  
The quality of written communication will be 
poor with numerous errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 


1 - 3 
There will be limited if any analysis present. 
There may be rubric errors. 
 
Candidates make limited use of analytical 
language. 


0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 


0 
No relevant analysis. 
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(b)  Evaluate the view that all inequality is class inequality. [30] 
 


 Answers should identify this as a Marxist view and so an evaluation of 
Marxist explanations should be the focus of the answer. 


 
 Alt. theories may be examined and evaluated so that a judgement of 


Marxist ideas can be made. 
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AO1 (13) AO2 (17) 


11 - 13 
 
Candidates will be able to make specific, explicit 
and detailed reference to a range of writers, 
research and theory. Much of this material will 
have explicit sociological content. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language showing knowledge and 
understanding.  
The quality of written communication is very good, 
with few, if any, errors of spelling, punctuation or 
grammar. 


13 - 17 
Candidates will relate answers directly to the 
question under consideration and this link will be 
explicit. 
Essays will be formally constructed with a clear 
and logical argument. 
Evaluation and analysis will be explicit throughout 
the answers. 
Candidates will be able to make regular and 
explicit use of the correct analytical and/or 
evaluative language showing knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
 
Candidates will be able to make explicit reference 
to the question under consideration. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of the 
question. 


8 - 10 
There will be some knowledge of writers and 
theory which will be explicit and accurate. 
Answers will use some sociological language. This 
will be applied correctly. 
 
The quality of written communication is, for the 
most part good though there may be some errors 
of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


8 - 12 
Candidates will relate some knowledge to the 
question under consideration but the link is likely to 
be implicit. 
Some evaluation and analysis of writers or theory 
will be present. 
Evaluation may not be present throughout the 
answer. 
Candidates will be able to demonstrate some 
logical argument and discussion. 


4 -7  
Candidates will be able to make basic references 
to either writers, concepts, research evidence 
and/or theory. 
The writers, theories of evidence will be described 
accurately but will lack depth and breadth. 
Candidates will be able to use sociological terms 
correctly for the most part but there may be 
inaccuracies.  
The quality of written communication will be limited 
with frequent errors of punctuation, spelling and 
grammar. 


5 - 7 
There will be basic knowledge used and there will 
be an implicit focus on the question. 
There will be basic analysis and/or evaluation and 
only limited reference to any writers or theory. 
Evaluation will be basic and likely to be implicit or 
characterised by juxtaposition. 
Answers are likely to lack cohesion and/or logical 
argument. 
 


1 - 3 
Answers are likely to be anecdotal with few if any 
references to writers, research or theory. 
There will be very limited accurate knowledge or 
understanding. 
There will be very limited use of sociological 
language.  
The quality of written communication will be poor 
with numerous errors of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 


1 - 4 
There will be very limited analysis or evaluation 
present. 
There may be rubric errors. 
Candidates make limited reference to the terms of 
the question. 
Candidates make limited use of analytical 
language. 


0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 


0 
No relevant analysis. 
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